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Pastoral Letter for September 2026 Newsletter

Dear Friends,

It is a joy to welcome you to our October/Fall newsletter. The following pages contain reflections on some of the
activities that have taken place, upcoming dates and other news from across the life of our congregation. | trust that
as you read, you will find it interesting and informative and the Holy Spirit will speak to you in fresh ways as to how
you can participate more in the life we share as a congregation and community.

As we turn the calendar to October, we enter an important season in the life of our church - our annual Stewardship
Campaign. Throughout the month we will be reflecting together on all that God has given us, and on our response of
gratitude. | encourage each of you to share fully in this campaign. Stewardship is about giving and discipleship. It is a
time to renew our commitment to service and to prayerfully consider our pledge to support the congregation with all
our resources of time, talents, and financial gifts. When we give out of thanksgiving, we participate in God's work of
healing, teaching, and welcoming at Cicero UMC and beyond. Your generosity, no matter the size, makes it possible
for us to be the hands and feet of Christ in this place. Please review the materials in this newsletter or the hard copies
provided at the Church and join in making your commitments.

We also have a special cause for celebration this month. On the first Sunday in October we will confirm four of our
young people. They are a qgift to the church. Let us surround them with our prayers in the weeks ahead, that they will
continue to grow in their love and commitment to God and remain loyal to the Church as they take this important step
of faith. Please offer them words of encouragement so that they know that this congregation walks with them.

October also reminds us that we are in a season of change. The trees turn, the days grow shorter, and life shifts once
again. In the midst of change, we are invited to fix our eyes on the God who does not change. As the hymn-writer
puts it: "Change and decay in all around | see, O Thou Who changest not abide with me.” It is a great comfort to
know that while our schedules, our health, and even our world may shift, God remains faithful. God's love, God's
promises, and God's presence abide with us.

Friends, the days ahead will bring challenges. We see problems in our families, in our community, in our country, and
in the world but our hope is not in circumstances. Our hope is in God. God is good, and in God we trust to see us
through all life's changing and challenging scenes and experiences. | pray this newsletter will remind you that you are
not walking alone. We are a people held together by grace, called to serve together, and sustained by a God who
never fails.

| pray you experience the richness of God's blessings this season.

Jel o

Jefferson C Niles, EdD, MAE, BA
Pastor
Email: pastor@ciceroumchurch.org



\ \ Prayer Focus:
SharingOurHearts

"Carryeachother'sburdens,andinthiswayyouwillfulfillthelaw of Christ."
Galatians6:2

A Prayer for Difficult Times
Lord, when life feels heavy and we don't know
what to do next, remind us that we do not
have to carry everything alone. Give us
strength when we feel weak, peace when our
minds are troubled, and courage when the
road ahead feels uncertain. Help us trust You
one day, and sometimes one moment, at a
time. Hold us close and remind us that even
in the darkest seasons, You are with us
Amen.

A Prayer for New Beginnings
Heavenly Father, as we step into
something new, calm our fears

and guide our steps. Whether we
are beginning a new job,
relationship, chapter, journey, or
simply trying again, help us leave
behind what no longer serves us
and move forward with faith. Give
us wisdom to recognize the doors
You open and courage to walk
through them. May this new
beginning bring growth, purpose,
and unexpected blessings.

A Prayer for Loss and Heartache
God of comfort, be near to those whose hearts
are hurting today. When someone or something
we love is missing from our lives, help us make
room for both the tears and the memories. Give
us people who will sit beside us when words
aren't enough, and remind us that grief is
simply love carrying an empty chair. Bring
comfort to our hearts and help us find small
moments of peace as we heal.
Amen.

Amen.

A Prayer of Joy
Lord, thank You for the moments
that make our hearts smile. Thank
You for laughter, family,
friendship, answered prayers, and
the simple blessings we
sometimes overlook. Help us to
slow down and recognize Your
goodness in the middle of
ordinary days. May our joy
overflow into the lives of those
around us, and may we always
remember to give You thanks for
the beautiful moments You place
in our lives.
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Because of your generosity, local students are starting " BRIGHTER
the school year ready to learn!
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A heartfelt thank you to our CUMC family for your kindness,
l prayers and support!

09/ 0

Soar CUNC Iemberd,

Your kindness is special —
and so are you!

J "-,: : e
' : “Let all that you do be done in love.” T - |
1 Corinthians 16:14




KEY RECALL & CUMC Church CAMPUS SECURITY UPDATE
g,

b

A Message from the Trustees

The Cicero United Methodist Church Trustees are beginning a four-week Key Recall and Access
Record Update as part of our ongoing commitment to keeping our church campus safe, secure,
and well cared for.

If you currently have a key to any building on our church campus, including the church, outer
buildings, or parsonage, we kindly ask that you stop by the Church Office during the recall period
to have your key(s) documented and re-signed.

w T -
Our Goal Is Simple Whal We Are Asking
We want to make sure we have an accurate and up-to-date It you hawve a key to any building on the church campus, please
recard of the keys currently in circulation, who has each key, bring your key(s) to the Church Office during the four-week
what building or area it provides access to, and the reason recall period.
access is needed. ;
We will:
This is an important step in helping us maintain the security of
our buildings and protect the church property entrusted to us. L Document the keyls) you currently have

We understand that many members, volunteers, ministry () Record the building or area the key provides access to

leaders, staff, and others have keys because they have a

legitimate need for building access. This recall is not about ) Note the purpose of your access
questioning that access. [tis simply an opportunity to update

our records and make sure we know who currently has keys to () Have you re-sign for the key(s)
our campus.

[} update our church key and access records

A e ;! ray g If you have more than one church key, please bring all of your keys
11[“ “lg E orwar d sowe can make sure our records are complete.

At the conclusion of the four-week recall period, building access will be limited to those whose key access has been
documented and authorized. If a key is used after the recall period without documented autharization, accass may be
revoked and the key may be requested for returm.

Our hope is that this process will provide a clear and consistent system for managing building access while helping us
take an important step toward keeping our church campus safe and secure.

KEY RECALL PERIOD:

9-28-2026 to 10-20-2026
Please stop by the Church Office during office hours to register your key(s).

If you have any guestions or concerns about the key recall, please feel free to reach out ta Mary in the Church Office or any
member af the Trusteas. We are hapgy to answer questions and help make the process as easy as passible.

Thank vou for helping us care for and protect our chureh home.

Cicero United Methodist Church Trustees



Finance Corner: September 2026

1 Peter 4:10
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards
of God's grace in its various forms."

Romans 12:4-5
“For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same
function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ.”
As | write this, | am looking at my calendar and realize that we are heading into the fall
season full steam ahead! Fall leaves, cooler days, kids back to school and so much more.

I've been reflecting on how the CUMC family has truly embraced “Love Grows Here".
We've had a very busy few months, with VBS, the Rummage Sale and the upcoming Fall
Festival. I've personally seen how many hands make light work. So many people helped to
make everything work as smoothly as possible. And the results were amazing!

The Rummage Sale final tally shows that we made $19,600!! That’s an increase of $3,000
over last year. And I'm sure the 2nd Annual Fall Festival will be another huge success on
October 3rd.

Finance Team news - Shared Ministries are on track. It looks like our gas & electricity bills
may go over budget, but that is to be expected with the rising costs that we're all
experiencing. The 2025 Annual Financial Audit was successfully completed in May.

October will include our annual Stewardship Campaign. The Annual Charge Conference will
take place on November 7, 2026.

The Finance Team is also working to implement a new online giving option that will lower our
fees each month. We would be switching from EZ Tithe to Breeze/Tithely. More information
to follow!

Last month we welcomed Ellie Stivers as a new member of the Finance Committee. If
interested in joining the Finance Team, please reach out to me or a fellow committee
member.

Enjoy the rest of September and we hope to see you at the Fall Festival!

Love

Blessings to all, ?‘;
Barbara Forleo, Finance Chairperson (%@ 2
: s

Cicero UMC




@ LEND A HAND AT THE CANTEEN! @

Are you looking for an easy way to serve our community, meet some great people, and make a
difference? We'd love to have you join us at The Canteen!
On the second Tuesday of each month, members of our Outreach Team help serve a meal to the
community. And guess what? You don't have to be a professional chef or spend your whole day
volunteering! =
Qur volunteers help:
Set up the buffet line
) Serve food that has been prepared by others
- Help clean up the kitchen afterward
You'll serve alongside another member of the Qutreach Team, and your commitment is only about
1%=-=2 hours, approximately 3:00-4:30/5:00 PM.
It's easy, it's fun, and the folks at The Canteen are always so appreciative of the time and kindness
our church family shares. @
Our Next Canteen
Tuesday, October 13
If you've ever thought, “I'd love to help, but | don't have a lot of time,” this is a great opportunity for
you!
%, Interested in volunteering? Please call Diane llacqua at 315-458-5501.
- Want to help with food or serve?
Look for the Canteen Sign-Up Sheets in the Welcome Center beginning Sunday, September 27,

2026 Come lend a hand, share a little kindness, and be part of what makes our church family so

=

special! @
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RDAY, OCTOBER 3Rp
10 AM - 3 PM

FOOD i CRAFT : Music : BAKE : BOUNCE : CHILDREN'S
TRUCKS | SHOW i SALE | HOUSE : GAMES &
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Clceru United Methodist Church
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8416 Brewerton Road
Cicero, NY 13039

315- 699 2731
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The Collamer United Church is very pleased to announce that
it will present a public

DINNER

Drive-Thru only

Chicken & Biscuit Dinner
On Saturday, October 3, 2026.

Serving will be from 4:30 P.M. through approximately 6:00 P.M. The church is located
at 6865 Fly Road in Collamer (East Syracuse), just South of the intersection ofFly Road
and Route 298 (about 2 miles East of Carrier Circle, or take Exit 7 offfrom Route 481).

MENU

This delicious chicken dinner will include homemade biscuits, mashed potatoes
and gravy, fresh cooked vegetables, and dessert.
Collamer Church is well-known for its great cooks.

PRICING

Tickets may be purchased at the door. $15.00 for ALL adults
$6.00 for children under 10

(We apologize but we cannot accept credit cards)
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rg A 4-WEEK CHURCH STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM

Join us beginning in

~%¢ OCTOBER 2026! %<

As we grow together in faith, gratitude, and generosity,
your gifts help God's love take root in our church
and flourish in our community.

CAMPAIGN GOAL: Help members understand stewardship
asa ]oyrf'u| response to God's love. Emphasize that generosity,
service, prayer, and financial giving are ways that God's love
grows through the congregation and into the community.

CAMPAIGN MOTTO: Love Grows Here: ,
Growing in Faith, Growing in Generosity, Growing Tngne:hrr ==

"_

.-'2{.1\ 4 WEEKS TEI GROW TOGETHER IN FAITH, GRATITUDE AND GENEROSITY! ,ﬁ:——‘

= =0
ém ?'i.ésf Root Love Grrows ﬁam Bears
¢/

Tegether

Wi

SCRIPTURE

SCRIPTURE SCRIPTURE SCRIPTURE

Mark 12:30-31; John 15:5 2 Corinthians 5:6-8 Acts 2:42-47 Galatians 5:22-23; John 15:16
..'... = _.'_ _'— - -

WEEKLY CHALLENGE WEEKLY CHALLENGE WEEKLY CHALLENGE WEEKLY CHALLENGE

Each person writes down Perform one unexpected Imvite one person to church Pray about your gifts and

three blessings they are act of generosity or share your faith story. how God is calling you to

thankful for each day. during the week, use them.

» w —— v
NEWSLETTER MESSAGE MEWSLETTER MESSAGE NEWSLETTER MESSAGE MEWSLETTER MESSAGE
"Love grows when gratitude "Love grows through generous  “Love grows when we grow “Lowe grows here because we
takes root in our hearts. This hearts. Every gift, large or together. Let's build each grow fogether. Let's continue
week we celebrate God's small, becomes a blessing other up in faith and to buwild a church that reflects

abundant blessings and our
response of thanksgiving.”

>

that extends God's love
beyond our walls.”

BT

community.”

B

'l.|-'

God's love to the world.”

e

_x f_ Your faithfulness plants seeds of love e e 1 SOEBI I
R ol i LET GOD'S LOVE GROW N B '
= =~ will grow for generations. IN AND THROUGH US! —

| planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.” 1

Corinthians 3:6
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CROP HUNGER WALK 2026
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Cicero UMC

OCTOBER 4 AT NOON
No one in this world should be hungry.
That's why the CROP Hunger Walk is

()

mare than just a gathering of people
in a place. We're part of a movement,
taking steps and raising funds together

0 B L wu

to provide meals for those in our own (2] @ :ﬂhh.s . $890
community who need them - and iz

supporting programs that create Pebble Hill

greater food security in communities a @ Presbyterian 9575

all around the world.
Lels w.&
Lel's give

ieﬁsf Q;

o 'I- St. Michael's Lutheran

Church - Syracuse, Ny 460

© (" Cicero UMC $447
e . were: & Top 10, loam in 2025/

Good Shepherd
o T Lutheran Church - $360
JOIN US AT NOON! iad it
Willow Bay at a q_ Immanuel United
Ono Methodist - 5200
106 L'::a%a, Lake Park Camillus, NY
e Drive
Liverpool, NY 13088 USA United We Walk -
Google Maps o @ REUC/FCC $155
Please join us in the fight against hunger. Want to be part of a group?
The steps we take and funds we raise will Check out the list of teams already
make a difference in the lives of others. started - or create your own!

WANT TO BE PART OF OUR GROUP?

@ Contact HEMJMMan : &ﬂrmmm
Sue Borgpille {GH, office@ciceroumchurch.org (or) the day of the walk!
te rign up.

TOGETHER, WE CAN END HUNGER  *

One Step at a Time. s

LEARN MORE OR REGISTER TODAY: events.crophungerwalk.org/crophungerwalks



God’s Couniry Jamboree

(0d’s
Country
Gpm Ramblers

October 11th § i

Cicero United Methodist Church
6416 Brewerton Rd., Cicero, NY
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Luncheon ¢
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Join us as we celebrate and
thank Pastor Niles for his faithful
leadership, compassion, and
dedication to our church family.

il =

' Sunday, October 18th T
After Worship B Jove in desion.”
in Fellowship Hall | ey
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Bring a Dish Sign Up
S0 Bk e {6 Attcnd Help Is Needed
If you would like to bring We need to have an idea We will need help with
a dish, please email Mary of attendance, so please set-up and preparing
or Sue (contact info below) sign up in the Welcome for the luncheon.
to let us know what you'll Center if you plan to attend Asi ’ G
bring, so we don’t end up — even if you are not able A sign-up sheet for helpers
with the same dish. to bring something. will be in the Welcome
Thank you for helping make All are welcome to join us ke
this a special meal! Jor this time of fellowship
and gratitude!

>< Please email your dish information to:
Mary at office@ciceroumchurch.org or Sue Werner at susiewerner@yahoo.com

Y% W . Fastor (|files:
\ y 2 for all you do to lead, inspire, mrn’ share God’s Imf' with our church and community. 3\
} i - -> ¥ L=

’ R o\t 5
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Come join us at Carol's Cafe for a special celebration in honor of Carol’s birthday!
We're bringing together Halloween, Bingo, Sweets & Treats for a morning
filled with laughter, memories, and FUN! ‘ =

Wednesday, October 21, 2026
10:30 AM to0 12:00 PM
Our Gathering is At

* Cicero United Methodist Church *

8416 Brewerton Road
Cicero, NY 13039

What You'll Enjoy

** There Will Be CAKE!
. Sweets & Treats for Everyone!
‘ Halloween Fun!
@ Birthday Celebration!

@ sinGo!
e

Her laughter, her spirit, and her love of a good time deserve to be celebrated! @

.\ -.r-. _‘:-. 1-.




JOIN US FOR A SPOOKTACULAR AFTERNOON!

OCTOBER §
24, 2026

—2-4PM—
8416 BREWERTON ROAD
IN THE PARKING LOT

10 SUPPDRT THE E‘JEHT

f Illr.: IEED VEHI | ' et :
& CONTACT SUE-BGHSPILLE Y- !Q 53 HHP‘PY
AT 315-420-2101 OR ‘@4 ALLDW.EEN

MARY AT 315-699-2731
TO REGISTER YOUR VEHICLE. |

HTTPS://CICEROUMCHURCH.ORG/




_.-E{"""J““W“ | T v
C Y (eume Sunday Schoo/ = 3
B Mﬁ UNIGEF A 4

| % | Sweet rea ts Sale'

T W g S

] “ufi. T ——

' —

Jesus % ~ Sunday, October 25th Ilirer:tlu ffter Worship |

Luus
N L’

| ot a sweet tooth? We've got you covered! - - q'
| ¥ 6 ER A Want to Help
f & The Cicero United Methodist Church Smd?y :Schnal is holding its RBake for a )
) annual UNICEF Sweet Treats Sale, and we invite everyone to , Good C - K
) stop by after worship and pick up a delicious treat or two! L 00 auser i |
' @ Hil proceeds from the sale will benefit UNICEF, helping We would love your help )
children around the world. (& Every cookie, cupcake, brownie, filling our tables with 1§
. ',I' pie, and sweet creation purchased helps make a difference! homemade goodies! Sweet (
. — = - treat donations are warmly |
B [ To donate baked goods or learn more, welcomed. Share your ¢4
b : ?'E“hﬂ speak Wéﬂ" :"H Sunday School . favorite baking talentand |
1 i ek B help us make this year's ¢ |
! | sue Bonspille sale a delicious success. | !
o | 315-420-210] y __J3
Ry 2 —_— e |
! == S

Gome hungry. Leave happy Help
children around the world!
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THANKSGIVING BASKET FOOD DRIVE

Sunday school classes are collecting food items throughout the month
of November. There will be boxes around the church for donations,
and donations can be brought to the church office during the week.

If you know of someone who is in need of a food basket, please contact
Sue Bonspille at 315-420-2101, or the church office, 315-699-2731.

The collection list:

*Week of November 1 Canned fruits or vegetables, cranberry sauce
*Week of November 8 Canned pie filling and pie crust mixes

*Week of November 15 Dry goods: stuffing, pasta, rice, instant potatoes
*Week of November 22 Basket fillers: peanut butter, tuna, spaghetti
sauce

Also, Sunday, November 8th will be "White Gift Sundays" - a collection/
is taken to help purchase perishables to complete the food baskets

Sharing the Blessing of Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving is a time to gather around the table, give thanks for our blessings, and share with others.
Our Sunday School is continuing that spirit of giving by coming together to provide Thanksgiving food baskets for
families in our community who may be experiencing a time of need.
These baskets are more than just food.
They are a reminder to families that they are cared for, supported, and remembered during the holiday season.
Our hope is to make it possible for any family who needs a
little extra help to enjoy a Thanksgiving meal with dignity and joy.

This special ministry is made possible through the generosity of our church family and Sunday School classes.
Every can, box, bag, and monetary gift contributes to something much bigger—a Thanksgiving table filled with
food and a family feeling the warmth of their community.

We invite everyone to join us in this effort. Give what you can, encourage others to participate, and help us spread the
blessing beyond the walls of our church. Together, we can make
Thanksgiving a little brighter for families who need a helping hand.

Because when we share our blessings, there is always enough room at the table.



ON ETAGE

LANCASTER, PA BUS TRIP

SIGHT AND SOUND THEATER
November 10 —11, 2026

Trip includes transportation and lodging, with one
breakfast, one dinners, 2 shows: Joshua, American Theater
Christmas Shows, driver gratuity, tips, luggage, and more
time allows on over night trips.

*limited seating sign up now

The trip is sponsored by Cicero United Methodist Church
Caring Support Group. For more information contact Mary
Alice Scheel at 315-699-7181.

Cost is $425.00 per double per person. $525.00 Single
$100 deposit
needed ASAP.

Don’t miss out on this fantastic trip!
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CICERO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
o\q suuw SCHOOL UNICEF FUNDRA!SER Q,;

M AKE A JOYFUL N

WITH YOUR CHANGE/ QSE %
. v SPARE CHANGE DRIVE » -

Halpmﬂ 2 0 - Blg
ds ur Sunday School kids will be at the exit with buckets, ﬂ"?ﬂﬁt

Pif;und r ready to collect your loose change for UNICEF. 1

the ‘Nﬂ"‘m No UNICEF collection boxes this year? No problem!

Q? We're bringing back the buckets and sending the funds from our
Sunday School kids to help UNICEF continue its work around the world.

EVERY SUNDAY AFTER WORSHIP

\ Beginning October 4th
t‘* and continuing October 11th, 18th, and 25th

* BRING YOUR COINS ¥ BRING YOUR CHANGE ¥ MAKE A DIFFERENCE

b I& ] Every penny makes a difference! (2

0
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Come and be honored
as our Cicero United Methodist

il YOU!

"2027 CHRISTIAR

YOUTH
LEADERSHIP

S LUNCHEON

7 p=a JANUARY 10, 2027 .ummmmﬁ:

Come and be honored as our WUH_SHW A SN

Cicero United Methodist church family Starting at \

celebrates YOU! 11:00/ 11:30 AM ¥
FELLOWSHIP HALL

CICERO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

: ‘ TO MARY SLACK NOLAN OR SUE BONSPILLE

e 315-699-2731 @ Ofﬁce@cmerﬂumchurch org

TC’UMC

YOUTH MINISTRY
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Cicero United Methodist Church
8416 Brewerton Road
Cicero, NY 13039
Phone: 315-699-2731
Wehsite:
www, ciceroumchurch.org
E-mail:
Office@ciceroumchurch.org

Church Office Hours

Monday-Friday
8:00 am to 2 pm
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Cicero UMC
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Cicero United Methodist Church
8416 Brewerton Rd
Cicero, NY 13039





