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Pastoral Letter for November 2026 Newsletter 

 

Dear Friends,

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Savior and King. As I write for this
Thanksgiving issue of our newsletter, my heart is full of gratitude for each of you and for the faithful way our
church family continues to love God and love one another.

As we look ahead to this month, I encourage each of you to exercise the privilege we have as citizens and
vote in the upcoming midterm elections. As Christians, we know that our citizenship is in heaven, but we are
also called to be good stewards and faithful neighbors here on earth. Voting is one tangible way we seek the
welfare of our community and love our neighbors. I encourage you to pray, to seek wisdom from God's Word,
to inform yourselves, and to make your voice heard at the polls.

November also calls us to honor those who have served. On Veterans Day, we pause to give thanks for the
men and women in our congregation and in our community who have worn the uniform of our nation. Your
courage, sacrifice, and service have helped secure the freedoms we enjoy, including the freedom to gather
and worship. To all our veterans and their families we say thank you. We are grateful for you, we pray for you
and we honor you. We will have a special time of prayer for our veterans during worship on Sunday,
November 8th. 

This is the season of Thanksgiving. In a world that often feels anxious and divided, Thanksgiving reminds us
to lift our eyes. Scripture tells us to "give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ
Jesus" (1 Thessalonians 5:18). Thankfulness is not just a feeling for when things go well - it is a discipline of
faith that remembers God's goodness in every season. As you gather around tables this month, may your
homes be filled with gratitude for the greatest gift of all - God's grace given to us in Christ.

I invite you to join us for our Fall/Advent Bible Study. This will be a six-week series from November 10 to
December 15, 2026. There will be a morning session at 11:00 and one in the evening at 5:30 in the Spear
Room. All are welcome to share in this Advent study. 

Finally, my wife joins me in expressing deepest thanks to all of you for the lively and love-filled Pastor's
Appreciation celebration on October 18th. The kind words, prayers, cards, flowers, and joyful fellowship were
very meaningful to us. It is our honor to serve among you: 

As we move toward the end of another year, I pray we finish well - with hearts fixed on Christ, encouraged by
one another, and looking forward to all that God has in store for us. 

With thanksgiving and love in Christ,



Prayer Focus:
 SharingOurHearts 

"Carryeachother'sburdens,andinthiswayyouwillfulfillthelaw of Christ."
Galatians6:2

 

 A Prayer for God’s Blessings
Heavenly Father, we ask that You
pour Your blessings upon us and
those we hold dear. Bless our

homes with peace, our hearts with
hope, our families with love, and
our community with compassion.
Guide our steps when the path is
uncertain, strengthen us when we
are weary, and remind us that we
are never alone. May Your grace
surround us, Your wisdom lead us,
and Your love shine through us in
all that we do. In Jesus’ holy name,

Amen.

A Prayer of Thanksgiving for Our Church Family
Loving Lord, we thank You for bringing us together as
one church family. Thank You for the hands that serve,

the hearts that give, the voices that pray, and the
countless acts of kindness that often go unseen. Bless

our pastor, our volunteers, our congregation, and all
those who work to make our church a place where Your
love grows. Help us welcome others with open hearts,
serve with willing hands, and continue to be a light of

hope in our community. May everything we do bring glory
to You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

A Prayer for Blessings, Peace, and Hope
Merciful God, we thank You for walking beside us through both joyful days
and difficult moments. We are grateful for the blessings we can see and

for the quiet ways You work in our lives that we may not always
understand. We pray for those who are hurting, those who are lonely,

those who are struggling, and those who need a reminder that they are
loved. Bring healing to the sick, comfort to the grieving, strength to the

weary, and hope to those facing uncertainty. Bless each person here
today, and help us carry Your peace into the world. May we leave with

thankful hearts, renewed faith, and a deeper desire to love one another
as You have loved us. In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior,

Amen. F

A Prayer of Thanksgiving and
Blessing ±

Heavenly Father, thank You
for Your endless love, Your

daily blessings, and the gift of
sharing life with those we love.
Bless our families, guide our
hearts, and fill our days with

peace, joy, and gratitude. Help
us be a blessing to others and
shine Your light wherever we

go. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



God’s Country News

We celebrated Pastor Appreciation Sunday with 60+ people at God’s Country Jamboree on Sunday, October
11th. We had cake and a thank you card signed by everyone for Pastor Niles. Joe Kramer spoke about how
grateful we are for Pastor Niles leadership, charisma and his ability to speak from the heart and share God’s
word. 
 
We sang some fun songs like “The End of the Line” by the Traveling Wilburys and “I’d Like to Teach the World
to Sing”. The band had previously performed these songs on International Play Music on the Porch Day, on
August 29th. A day set aside to play music, and this year’s theme was Play for Peace. 
 
Pastor Niles was able to relax and enjoy the service while Karen Love gave the message. It was based on the
song “He Ain’t Heavy He’s My Brother” recorded by the Hollies. Karen sang the song with Joe on the
harmonica and they sounded great! She spoke about the song’s origin and the meaning behind the lyrics. The
phrase was popularized by Boys Town, a children’s home founded by Father Edward Flanagan. He witnessed a
young boy carrying a smaller boy who had polio. When asked if he was too heavy, the boy replied “he ain’t
heavy, father, he’s my brother”. The motto symbolizes caring for others, especially those facing challenges,
without seeing it as a burden. Scripture teaches that true happiness is found in serving others, Psalm 41:1
Blessed are those who care for the weak. The meaning behind the song is universal. It speaks to the idea that
we are all connected and that we all have a responsibility to help one another. 

We watched a special music video in honor of the late Dolly Parton, the Queen of Country. The video featured
the song “Put a Little Love in Your Heart”. Dolly spent her life spreading love and kindness through her music
and philanthropy. Looking back it seems as though we had this awesome theme of kindness and love running
through the service. Amen! 

Our next service is our annual Christmas Party! December 13th at 5:30. 
Stay tuned for more details. Y’all come back now ya hear! 
 





Finance Corner: October 2026

Colossians 3:17

“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God

the Father through him.”

Stewardship in a Season of Gratitude

As we enter the Thanksgiving season, our hearts naturally turn toward gratitude—for God’s faithfulness,

the people who shape our lives, and the blessings that sustain us day by day. In the church, this season

invites us to reflect on how gratitude becomes more than a feeling. It becomes a way of living.

Stewardship grows out of thanksgiving. When we recognize that everything we have — our time, our

abilities, our resources, our relationships — is a gift from God, giving becomes a joyful response rather

than an obligation. It’s the natural overflow of a grateful heart. And stewardship is never just about money.

Some of the most powerful acts of giving in a church family happen quietly: a meal delivered to someone

recovering from surgery, a volunteer who shows up early to prepare the sanctuary, a member who prays

faithfully for others, a person who listens with compassion when someone is hurting. These offerings of

time, presence, and care are every bit as sacred as financial gifts.

Thanksgiving also reminds us that generosity shapes us. Each act of giving—whether it’s a donation, an

hour of service, or a moment of kindness—shapes our hearts to look more like Christ’s. Stewardship

becomes a spiritual practice, one that teaches us trust, deepens our compassion, and helps us see God’s

abundance even in seasons of uncertainty.

As we celebrate this season, may we embrace stewardship as a grateful response to God’s goodness, a

commitment to caring for one another, and a pathway toward spiritual growth. May our giving — in all its

forms — reflect the One who has given us everything.

Notes from the Finance Team – During our October Stewardship Campaign, you should have received a

statement from our Financial Secretary, Leah Robinson. This statement shows your current monetary

contributions from January through September 2026 for your reference.

We have offered Online Giving for several years and will continue to provide this option, but we will be

switching from EasyTithe to Breeze/Tithely as our service provider. While change is never easy, this will

save the church money on service fees and simplify our bookkeeping. We will keep you posted when this

change takes effect so you can update your giving information and avoid any interruptions. 

Blessings to all,

Barbara Forleo, Finance Chairperson

 





For Individuals Living with Alzheimer’s or Dementia & Their Caregivers
Wednesday, November 18, 2026

A Special Gathering Filled with Gratitude
 As the leaveschangeandweentertheseasonofThanksgiving,weinviteyoutojoinusfor a warm

and welcoming Memory Café gathering.

Enjoy a morning of friendship, laughter, music, and meaningful moments in a comfortable,
supportive space where everyone belongs. Whether you are living with memory loss or caring for

someone who is, you are welcome here.

Who’s Welcome?

What Awaits You?

Share smiles, conversation, and the
comfort of being together.

Enjoy a little something to eat, with no
work or cleanup required.

Enjoy uplifting music and moments
that warm the heart.

Meet others who understand the journey
and discover that you are not alone.

Light Bites & Refreshments

This Thanksgiving season, let’s celebrate the blessings found in friendship, kindness, and
time spent together.

Come for the community. Stay for the smiles. Leave with a grateful heart.

Mike White | 607-423-0672 | Carolsmemorycarecafe@gmail.com

Individuals living with Alzheimer’s or dementia, caregivers, family members, and support partners.

10:30 AM – 12:00 Noon - Cicero United Methodist Church - 8416 Brewerton Road, Cicero, NY 13039

Friendly Fellowship Music & Entertainment

Connection & Community
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LOVE GROWS HERE: A CELEBRATION OF PASTOR JEFFERSON NILES ❤️9

Our Pastor Appreciation Luncheon was a beautiful reminder of what makes Cicero United Methodist Church so
special. On October 18, our congregation came together to share a meal, enjoy fellowship, and celebrate Pastor
Jefferson Niles and the many ways he gives of himself to our church family. The room was filled with wonderful
food, laughter, kindness, and, most importantly, love. It was a blessing to pause our busy lives and show
appreciation for someone who spends so much of his time caring for others.

In my tribute to Pastor, I shared how much he has taught me over the years about grace, patience, faith, and truly
seeing people beyond what is immediately in front of us. His 36 years of ministry are reflected not in boasting or
demands, but in the quiet, consistent way he serves. From worship and baptisms to visiting our homebound
members and bringing them Communion, from supporting our children and youth to walking alongside families
during their most difficult moments, Pastor leads with a gentle spirit and a genuinely kind heart. Personally, I am
grateful for the five years I have worked beside him. He has encouraged me, helped me find my place in ministry,
and reminded me that even the work behind the scenes is an opportunity to share God's love. I am blessed to
have him as our pastor, my boss, and my friend. Pastor, we hope you felt just how deeply you are appreciated!

A special thank-you to the hands and hearts behind the day!
Events like this do not simply happen. Behind every decorated table, every dish served, and every detail that
comes together is a great deal of planning, preparation, hard work, and willing hands. I want to extend my
heartfelt gratitude to Sue and Larry Bonspille, Carl Chamberlin, Barb and Mike Carpenter, Max and Matt, Pam G.,
Dorcas, Norm Barkley, Mike Irwin, Jan Cerimeli, and Sue Werner. Thank you for helping with setup, cleanup,
taking things down, and all the countless tasks that made the day possible.

A very special thank-you to Sue Werner, who quite literally took the calls, made the calls, helped work through
the details, and served as my sounding board and source of guidance throughout the three weeks of planning.
Having someone beside you who is willing to listen, problem-solve, and help carry the load is a blessing beyond
words. I am so grateful for every one of you. Your time and hard work did not go unnoticed, and neither did the
love you put into making this celebration special.

And, of course, thank you to everyone who brought a dish, dessert, or something to contribute to the luncheon.
Every offering, big or small, helped make the day feel like a true family gathering. With our kitchen water
situation limiting what we could do, we had to adjust, improvise, and work around some unexpected challenges.
But we did it! We came together, found a way, and made the day happen. That is what a church family does.

As I reflect on the luncheon, I am reminded that Love Grows Here is more than a vision or a phrase we print in our
newsletter. It is found in the people who show up early, stay late, lend a hand, bring a favorite recipe, make a
phone call, offer encouragement, and quietly take care of the things that need to be done. It grows in our
willingness to serve one another and in the grace we extend along the way.

I am truly thankful, grateful, and blessed to be part of this congregation. Thank you for helping make Pastor
Appreciation a day filled with love, fellowship, and the kind of memories that remind us why we do what we do.
May we continue to grow together in faith, serve with willing hearts, and show Pastor Jefferson, one another, and
our community that LOVE GROWS HERE!



 

Sharing the Blessing of Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving is a time to gather around the table, give thanks for our blessings, and share with others.

 Our Sunday School is continuing that spirit of giving by coming together to provide Thanksgiving food baskets for

families in our community who may be experiencing a time of need.

These baskets are more than just food. 

They are a reminder to families that they are cared for, supported, and remembered during the holiday season. 

Our hope is to make it possible for any family who needs a

 little extra help to enjoy a Thanksgiving meal with dignity and joy.

This special ministry is made possible through the generosity of our church family and Sunday School classes.

 Every can, box, bag, and monetary gift contributes to something much bigger—a Thanksgiving table filled with 

food and a family feeling the warmth of their community.

We invite everyone to join us in this effort. Give what you can, encourage others to participate, and help us spread the

blessing beyond the walls of our church. Together, we can make 

Thanksgiving a little brighter for families who need a helping hand.

Because when we share our blessings, there is always enough room at the table.
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	Dear Friends,
	Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, Savior and King. As I write for this Thanksgiving issue of our newsletter, my heart is full of gratitude for each of you and for the faithful way our church family continues to love God and love one another.
	As we look ahead to this month, I encourage each of you to exercise the privilege we have as citizens and vote in the upcoming midterm elections. As Christians, we know that our citizenship is in heaven, but we are also called to be good stewards and faithful neighbors here on earth. Voting is one tangible way we seek the welfare of our community and love our neighbors. I encourage you to pray, to seek wisdom from God's Word, to inform yourselves, and to make your voice heard at the polls.
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	Finally, my wife joins me in expressing deepest thanks to all of you for the lively and love-filled Pastor's Appreciation celebration on October 18th. The kind words, prayers, cards, flowers, and joyful fellowship were very meaningful to us. It is our honor to serve among you: 
	As we move toward the end of another year, I pray we finish well - with hearts fixed on Christ, encouraged by one another, and looking forward to all that God has in store for us. 
	With thanksgiving and love in Christ,
	Jefferson C Niles, EdD, MAE, BA Pastor
	Email: pastor@ciceroumchurch.org
	Prayer Focus:
	SharingOurHearts
	A Prayer of Thanksgiving for Our Church Family
	Loving Lord, we thank You for bringing us together as one church family. Thank You for the hands that serve, the hearts that give, the voices that pray, and the countless acts of kindness that often go unseen. Bless our pastor, our volunteers, our congregation, and all those who work to make our church a place where Your love grows. Help us welcome others with open hearts, serve with willing hands, and continue to be a light of hope in our community. May everything we do bring glory to You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
	A Prayer for God’s Blessings
	Heavenly Father, we ask that You pour Your blessings upon us and those we hold dear. Bless our homes with peace, our hearts with hope, our families with love, and our community with compassion. Guide our steps when the path is uncertain, strengthen us when we are weary, and remind us that we are never alone. May Your grace surround us, Your wisdom lead us, and Your love shine through us in all that we do. In Jesus’ holy name, Amen.
	A Prayer of Thanksgiving and Blessing 🙏
	Heavenly Father, thank You for Your endless love, Your daily blessings, and the gift of sharing life with those we love. Bless our families, guide our hearts, and fill our days with peace, joy, and gratitude. Help us be a blessing to others and shine Your light wherever we go. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

	God’s Country News
	We celebrated Pastor Appreciation Sunday with 60+ people at God’s Country Jamboree on Sunday, October 11th. We had cake and a thank you card signed by everyone for Pastor Niles. Joe Kramer spoke about how grateful we are for Pastor Niles leadership, charisma and his ability to speak from the heart and share God’s word.
	We sang some fun songs like “The End of the Line” by the Traveling Wilburys and “I’d Like to Teach the World to Sing”. The band had previously performed these songs on International Play Music on the Porch Day, on August 29th. A day set aside to play music, and this year’s theme was Play for Peace.
	Pastor Niles was able to relax and enjoy the service while Karen Love gave the message. It was based on the song “He Ain’t Heavy He’s My Brother” recorded by the Hollies. Karen sang the song with Joe on the harmonica and they sounded great! She spoke about the song’s origin and the meaning behind the lyrics. The phrase was popularized by Boys Town, a children’s home founded by Father Edward Flanagan. He witnessed a young boy carrying a smaller boy who had polio. When asked if he was too heavy, the boy replied “he ain’t heavy, father, he’s my brother”. The motto symbolizes caring for others, especially those facing challenges, without seeing it as a burden. Scripture teaches that true happiness is found in serving others, Psalm 41:1 Blessed are those who care for the weak. The meaning behind the song is universal. It speaks to the idea that we are all connected and that we all have a responsibility to help one another.
	We watched a special music video in honor of the late Dolly Parton, the Queen of Country. The video featured the song “Put a Little Love in Your Heart”. Dolly spent her life spreading love and kindness through her music and philanthropy. Looking back it seems as though we had this awesome theme of kindness and love running through the service. Amen!
	Our next service is our annual Christmas Party! December 13th at 5:30.
	Stay tuned for more details. Y’all come back now ya hear!
	Finance Corner: October 2026
	Colossians 3:17
	“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”
	Stewardship in a Season of Gratitude
	As we enter the Thanksgiving season, our hearts naturally turn toward gratitude—for God’s faithfulness, the people who shape our lives, and the blessings that sustain us day by day. In the church, this season invites us to reflect on how gratitude becomes more than a feeling. It becomes a way of living.
	Stewardship grows out of thanksgiving. When we recognize that everything we have — our time, our abilities, our resources, our relationships — is a gift from God, giving becomes a joyful response rather than an obligation. It’s the natural overflow of a grateful heart. And stewardship is never just about money. Some of the most powerful acts of giving in a church family happen quietly: a meal delivered to someone recovering from surgery, a volunteer who shows up early to prepare the sanctuary, a member who prays faithfully for others, a person who listens with compassion when someone is hurting. These offerings of time, presence, and care are every bit as sacred as financial gifts.
	Thanksgiving also reminds us that generosity shapes us. Each act of giving—whether it’s a donation, an hour of service, or a moment of kindness—shapes our hearts to look more like Christ’s. Stewardship becomes a spiritual practice, one that teaches us trust, deepens our compassion, and helps us see God’s abundance even in seasons of uncertainty.
	As we celebrate this season, may we embrace stewardship as a grateful response to God’s goodness, a commitment to caring for one another, and a pathway toward spiritual growth. May our giving — in all its forms — reflect the One who has given us everything.
	Notes from the Finance Team – During our October Stewardship Campaign, you should have received a statement from our Financial Secretary, Leah Robinson. This statement shows your current monetary contributions from January through September 2026 for your reference.
	We have offered Online Giving for several years and will continue to provide this option, but we will be switching from EasyTithe to Breeze/Tithely as our service provider. While change is never easy, this will save the church money on service fees and simplify our bookkeeping. We will keep you posted when this change takes effect so you can update your giving information and avoid any interruptions.
	Blessings to all,
	Barbara Forleo, Finance Chairperson
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	A Special Gathering Filled with Gratitude
	What Awaits You?
	Friendly Fellowship
	Music & Entertainment
	Connection & Community

	Who’s Welcome?
	Individuals living with Alzheimer’s or dementia, caregivers, family members, and support partners.
	Come for the community. Stay for the smiles. Leave with a grateful heart.
	Mike White | 607-423-0672 | Carolsmemorycarecafe@gmail.com
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	Sharing the Blessing of Thanksgiving
	Thanksgiving is a time to gather around the table, give thanks for our blessings, and share with others.
	Our Sunday School is continuing that spirit of giving by coming together to provide Thanksgiving food baskets for families in our community who may be experiencing a time of need.
	These baskets are more than just food.
	They are a reminder to families that they are cared for, supported, and remembered during the holiday season.
	Our hope is to make it possible for any family who needs a
	little extra help to enjoy a Thanksgiving meal with dignity and joy.
	This special ministry is made possible through the generosity of our church family and Sunday School classes.
	Every can, box, bag, and monetary gift contributes to something much bigger—a Thanksgiving table filled with
	food and a family feeling the warmth of their community.
	We invite everyone to join us in this effort. Give what you can, encourage others to participate, and help us spread the blessing beyond the walls of our church. Together, we can make
	Thanksgiving a little brighter for families who need a helping hand.
	Because when we share our blessings, there is always enough room at the table.
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