
 
 

 

 
Pastoral Letter for August 2026 Newsletter 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I commend this newsletter to all of you, trusting that you will find the articles and other contents both 
interesting and helpful as we journey together in faith this month. 
 
It is hard to believe how quickly we have come to the eighth month of the year. Summer seems to be 
passing like a flash. We are grateful that even in its swift passage, we have been blessed with mo-
ments of deep joy and grace.  
 
We give thanks for the baptisms celebrated in July, for the fun times and learning of Vacation Bible 
School, and for the many other events that have brought our church family together. Each gathering 
has been a reminder of God’s presence among us and the gift we have in one another. 
 
Looking ahead, this month brings our rummage sale and another God’s Country Jamboree. I look for-
ward to the camaraderie, fellowship, and excitement that always surrounds these events. These won-
derful events do not happen on their own, so I am grateful to all who work diligently to plan, prepare, 
and execute the activities of this congregation. Your hands and hearts and hard work make ministry 
and all events possible. 
 
I trust that we will all continue to have a safe and enjoyable summer in these remaining weeks. As we 
journey on, I also want to offer a special prayer and blessing for any among us moving on to a new ad-
venture or stepping into a new experience. I pray God will grant you success, wisdom, and grace as 
you navigate the path before you. 
 
I remain very concerned about our national affairs and join you in praying for an end to war and for di-
plomacy and peace to prevail. Let us also continue to pray for those who live in areas prone to hurri-
canes, and for those living in the aftermath of natural disasters, that they will receive the help and relief 
they need. 
 
On a joyful note: Our Administrative Assistant, Mary, will be celebrating a special milestone on August 
16th - 50 years. Let us help make this a special time for her and show our appreciation for her faithful 
service. 
 
God bless you all in this month ahead. 
 
 
 
 
Jefferson C Niles, EdD, MAE, BA 
Pastor  
Email: pastor@ciceroumchurch.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Prayer Focus:  

Sharing Our Hearts 
"Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ." 
Galatians 6:2 

Beginning with our September Newsletter, we are excited to introduce a new section called Prayer 
Focus, a place where our church family can come together in prayer, encouragement, and          
thanksgiving. 

Do you have a prayer request? Has God answered a prayer in your life? Is there someone who could 
use the support of our church family? We invite you to share your joys, concerns, praises, and prayer 
needs with us. 

Whether you're asking for prayers for yourself, a loved one, a difficult situation, healing, guidance, or 
simply giving thanks for God's blessings, we would be honored to include your request. 

HOW TO SUBMIT 

Please send your prayer requests or praises to: 

 Office@ciceroumchurch.org 

Deadline: No later than the 17th of each month to be included in that month's newsletter. 

YOUR PRIVACY MATTERS 

You may choose to: 

• Include your name with your submission, or 

• Remain anonymous. 
 
If you would like your name withheld, please let us know when you submit your request. We will gladly 
honor your wishes. 

Prayer is one of the greatest gifts we can offer one another. Together, let us celebrate God's               
faithfulness, lift one another through life's challenges, and strengthen 
our church family through the power of prayer. 

"The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective." 
James 5:16 

mailto:Office@ciceroumchurch.org


LOVING BOLDLY 
 

LOVING BOLDLY BLOG SERIES   

UPPER NEW YORK CONFRENCE AND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

 
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=fH28d0sz50a69jgle3IKt-

fu3wNm25JGh22v6hJIBFZUODY0NFNCTDNRUFlJQk5CMFo3STM5UDJETy4u 

 
Loving Boldly is a new blog series that highlights how individuals and congregations 
across Upper New York are living out The United Methodist Church's vision to love 
boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously. Across Upper New York, individuals 
and congregations are answering that question every day through acts of compassion, 
hospitality, generosity, and faith. 
 
How is your congregation, ministry, or community living out Upper New York's vision 
to love boldly? Whether it's an unexpected           
encounter, a creative ministry, a meaningful act of           
compassion, or a story of lives being transformed, 
we'd love to hear how the Holy Spirit is at work in 
your corner of the conference. Share your story so   
others can be inspired to follow where love leads.  
 
 
 





 MORE THAN JUST A SONG 

Have you ever noticed that if someone starts singing 
"Amazing Grace," half the room quietly joins in? Music has a 
way of reaching our hearts before our minds even catch up. It 
can bring smiles,  happy tears, and treasured memories in just 
a few notes. 

In church, music is far more than a beautiful melody. It is worship, prayer, and praise wrapped in 
song. Throughout the Bible, music has always been part of God's story. David sang psalms, angels 
celebrated Christ's birth with songs, and believers were encouraged to sing hymns that glorify God 
and encourage one another. 

Let's be honest... not everyone sings like an angel! Some of us make a joyful noise that keeps the 
choir on their toes. The wonderful thing is that God isn't listening for perfection. He's listening for our 
hearts. 

Every hymn, anthem, and chorus prepares us to hear God's Word, strengthens our faith, and re-
minds us that we worship together as one family. So the next time the music begins, don't think of it 
as what happens before the sermon. It is part of the sermon. Lift your voice, open your heart, and 
remember...  

when God's people sing together, heaven smiles. 

"Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, praise His name; proclaim 
His salvation day after day." 



A Special Thank You to Mega Bubble Man! 
We extend our heartfelt thanks to Jim Livi, the Mega Bubble Man, for bringing smiles, laughter, and a 
sense of wonder to our Carol's Memory Café. His interactive bubble show delighted our guests living 
with dementia and Alzheimer's, as well as their caregivers, creating joyful moments that were shared 
by all. Thank you, Jim, for reminding us that happiness, imagination, and simple pleasures truly have 
no age limit. https://www.megabubbleman.com/ 



  







  







LANCASTER, PA BUS TRIP 

SIGHT AND SOUND THEATER 

November 10 –11, 2026 
 

Trip includes transportation and lodging, with one      

breakfast,   one dinners, 2 shows: Joshua, American Theater 

Christmas Shows, driver gratuity, tips, luggage, and more 

time allows on over night trips.  

*limited seating sign up now   

 

The trip is sponsored by Cicero United Methodist Church 

Caring Support Group.  For more information contact Mary 

Alice Scheel at 315-699-7181. 

Cost is $425.00 per double per person. $525.00 Single  

 $100 deposit  

needed ASAP.   

Don’t miss out on this fantastic trip! 
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1 

 

2 

 

9:30 Worship  
 

  

VBS Sunday  

3 

 

Begin taking 

Rummage Sale 

Donations  

 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
11 Bridge 

12 Mahjong 

 

  

5 

Guild Meeting  

 
10 Forever Young 
 

7  Alzheimer’s   

Dementia Meeting 

6 

 

2 Bereavement  

6 Community  

Outreach 

7 

 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

 

9:30 Worship 

 

  

 

 

10 

 

5:30 Worship 

Team  

 

11 

 

 

10:30 Cicero 

Christian   

Sisters 
 
 
11 Bridge 

12 Mahjong 

12 

 

9 am Quilt Guild  

 

 

 

 

  

13 

  

6 PM            

Education 

Team  

 

 

 

 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

16 

 

9:30 Worship 

 

 

 

17 

 

 

6:30 SPRC 

 

 

 

 

18 
 

Rummage Sale 

Tent Set UP 
 

6:30 –7:30  

Bike Safety  

Boy Scouts and 

Cicero PD (back 

of lot)  

19 

 

 10:30  –12:00  

Memory Café  

Gathering  is  at 

Cicero Fire  

Station 2 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 

Rummage 

Sale  

8 AM to 4 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

22 

9 AM– Noon  

11 AM– Noon  

BAG SALE  

  

 

 

 

23 

 

 

9:30 Worship 

 

6 PM God’s 

Country Jamboree  

 

24 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

26 

  

 

6 Finance Team 

 

6:30 Trustees 

 

 

37 

 

    

  

28 

 

 

 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

9:30 Worship 

Long Range  

Planning after 

Worship 

31      



 



 

 

Cicero United Methodist Church  
8416 Brewerton Road  

Cicero, NY 13039 
Phone: 315-699-2731 

Website: 
www.ciceroumchurch.org 

E-mail: 
Office@ciceroumchurch.org 

 
Church Office Hours  

Monday-Friday  
8:00 am to 2 pm  

 

     Cicero United Methodist Church 

    8416 Brewerton Rd 

    Cicero, NY   13039 


