
 
 

 

Dear Friends,  
 
Grace and peace to you in the name of our risen and ascended Lord. Welcome to the June edition of our 
church newsletter. As we step into this vibrant summer month, I invite you to read through these pages and  
discover all that God is doing in and through our congregation. 
 
June brings with it several meaningful moments in the life of our church family. We will celebrate Father’s Day 
on Sunday, June 21st, summer solstice, honoring the fathers and father-figures who lead with faith and love. 
We will observe Graduation Sunday that day recognizing our students as they mark this important milestone 
and commission them for the next season God has prepared. That Sunday our young people will also lead in 
worship, reminding us of the energy and vision God pours into the next generation. 
 
Summer can sometimes pull us in many directions. Vacations, travel, and changing routines are all part of the 
season. I encourage you to remain consistent in worship and fellowship. The body of Christ is strengthened 
when we gather, pray, and break bread together. Worship will continue each Sunday, along with the events and 
ministries detailed in this newsletter and in our weekly communications. Your presence matters, and your     
support sustains the work God has called us to do. 
 
For some among us, this is also a season of transition and change. Graduations, relocations, new jobs, or shifts 
in family life can bring both excitement and uncertainty. Know that you are not walking through these changes 
alone. We are a church family, and we are here to carry one another’s joys and burdens before the Lord. 
 
One immediate way we can serve together is through Vacation Bible School, coming up in July. VBS is a    
powerful opportunity to pour into the lives of children and share the love of Christ in tangible ways. We need 
volunteers for teaching, supervision, crafts, music, and snacks. If the Spirit is stirring you to help, please       
contact the church office or sign up in the Welcome Center.  
 
As we move forward in this Pentecostal season, let us lean on the aid and power of the Holy Spirit. The same 
Spirit that descended at Pentecost is with us now — guiding, comforting, and empowering us for every good 
work. I pray that we will be bold in witness, faithful in service, and joyful in hope. 
 
Thank you for your love for this congregation. Thank you for your prayers, your presence, and your partnership 
in the Gospel. Together, let us press on in faith, trusting that God will do abundantly more than we can ask or 
imagine. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 

 
 
 

Jefferson C Niles, EdD, MAE, BA 

Pastor  
Email: pastor@ciceroumchurch.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





FINANCE CORNER 

“For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will 

surely come, it will not delay.” 

— Habakkuk 2:3 

As I write this, we are just 36 days away from summer! While spring has kept us on our toes with some chilly days, 

we’re grateful that the furnace isn’t running quite as often. 

Thank you for your generous support of Fuel Sunday—a total of $2,790 was donated to help with our utility costs. 

What a blessing! 

Summer brings two important events in the life of our church: 

•Vacation Bible School (VBS) The Finance Team encourages you to consider supporting VBS. It’s a wonderful 

opportunity for children to grow in their faith and explore what it means to follow Christ. 

 

•Rummage Sale – August Our biggest fundraiser of the year is coming soon! We truly appreciate your         

support—whether that’s donating items, volunteering, or simply helping spread the word to friends, family, and 

neighbors. 

 

We also want to thank you for your Lenten giving to Erin’s Angels, which totaled $4,215. Your generosity is     

making a real difference. 

For those who give online, please note that we will be transitioning from EasyTithe to Breeze in the coming months. 

More details will be shared soon. 

A special thank you to our Trustees for the new carpeting in the welcome center and hallways. This project will be 

paid in full during May—what a blessing! 

As part of our commitment to transparency, our finances are audited annually. We are happy to report that our    
recent audit was successful, with only a few minor comments. When you see Deb Popp, our Treasurer, please thank 
her for her faithful and excellent work.  

Every church is required by our Conference and the Book of Discipline to complete an annual audit.         
Conducting an audit is not a symbol of distrust but is a mark of responsibility. It is good stewardship  
demonstrated for all to see. 

This type of audit checks for accuracy of our financial records and compliance with policies and procedures. 

Our 2025 audit has been completed with a positive response and nothing negative found! 

Finally, if you feel called to serve, we would love to have you join our Finance Team. It’s a meaningful way to see 

how God is working through our church—and yes, there are even a few laughs along the way! If you're interested, 

please speak with Pastor Niles or Barb Forleo. 

Wishing you a beautiful and blessed summer! 

Submitted by Tari Otabara 

 

 





Brown Memorial Dinner and our Outreach Ministry 

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to each and every one of you whose generosity made 
such a meaningful impact. Because of your kindness, over 100 meals were lovingly prepared and 
shared with our brothers and sisters at Brown Memorial. 

Your support reached far beyond our church doors. With the abundance of what was provided,    
Esther was able to take additional meals out into the community, offering nourishment and          
compassion to those experiencing homelessness. This is a beautiful reflection of what it means to 
care for one another. 

As we look ahead to the summer months, we are especially mindful that many children will be    
without the breakfasts and lunches they rely on during the school year. Your continued generosity 
can help bridge that gap and bring comfort to families in need during this time. 

Please know that the items you so thoughtfully bring and donate greatly benefit Brown Memorial and 
the many lives touched through this outreach. Your contributions truly make a difference—not just 
for a moment, but in lasting and meaningful ways. 

Thank you again for your kindness, your compassion, and your willingness to give throughout the 
year. May God bless each of you abundantly. 

With sincere gratitude, 

Pat Michael 

A THANK YOU BLESSING  

May every kindness given return as a 
blessing multiplied. 
May weary hearts find rest, 
hands that help never come up     
empty, 
and prayers whispered in love rise 
like golden light. 

Thank You, Lord, for the people who 
stand beside us through storm clouds 
and sunshine alike. 
For every encouraging word, every 
hug, every prayer, every act of grace. 

May blessings bloom where         
compassion has been planted. 
May peace settle gently into every 
home, 
and may hope keep shining, even on 
the hard days. 

With grateful hearts, we say: 
Thank You for the gift of one another.  





  



 



 



 



LANCASTER, PA BUS TRIP 

SIGHT AND SOUND THEATER 

November 10 –11, 2026 
 

Trip includes transportation and lodging, with one      

breakfast,   one dinners, 2 shows: Joshua, American Theater 

Christmas Shows, driver gratuity, tips, luggage, and more 

time allows on over night trips.  

*limited seating sign up now   

 

The trip is sponsored by Cicero United Methodist Church 

Caring Support Group.  For more information contact Mary 

Alice Scheel at 315-699-7181. 

Cost is $425.00 per double per person. $525.00 Single  

 $100 deposit  

needed ASAP.   

Don’t miss out on this fantastic trip! 



  

Rummage Sale Rumble  ️  

The Rummage Sale beast is beginning to growl! Our famous Rummage Sale on August 21st & 22nd is slowly 
waking from its long winter nap, and the list of things to tackle keeps getting longer by the day. Boxes, tables, 

signs, sorting, treasures, teamwork... the rumble has officially begun.  ✨ 

So it’s time to gather the crew! 

Put This On Your Calendar 

  Thursday, June 11th 

  Noon 

  Welcome Center 

 

Come for lunch and join the conversation as we begin gearing up for another amazing sale season at Cicero 
United Methodist Church. 

Everyone is welcome! Whether you’re a seasoned rummage warrior or simply curious about what goes on     
behind the scenes, this is a perfect place to jump in, ask questions, and see where your gifts and talents might fit. 

It takes many hands, plenty of laughter, and a whole lot of teamwork to pull off the biggest and best-organized 

sale around. Come be part of the fun!   

 

A Word About Rummage  ️ 

Cicero United Methodist Church has built a solid reputation for hosting one of the biggest and best-organized 
Rummage Sales in the region! From the moment we begin accepting donations on August 3rd until the doors 
open at 8:00 AM on Friday, August 21st, organization becomes our full-time adventure. Shelves rise, treasures 

appear, and somehow the church transforms into a bargain-hunter’s paradise almost overnight. ✨ 

The sale only works because of the incredible donations that fill our building from corner to corner. So when 
you’re downsizing, decluttering, cleaning closets, or finally parting ways with that “I might use this someday” 
box in the basement... please remember us! We gladly accept almost everything you no longer need. 

 

Items We Cannot Accept 
• Mattresses 

• Pillows 

• Old televisions 

• Large furniture pieces such as entertainment centers and china cabinets 

• Children’s car seats 
A helpful rule of thumb: if an item is in such rough shape that you wouldn’t consider buying it 
yourself, we probably can’t sell it either. This is especially important with clothing donations. 

Every donation helps support the mission and ministry of the church while giving someone else the joy of      

discovering a hidden treasure.   

 

Questions  you can call 315– 727-9483 or 315 727-0190 









2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1 

 

2 

 
3 

Guild Meeting  

 
10 Forever Young 
 

7  Alzheimer’s   

Dementia Meeting 

4 

 

2 Bereavement  

6 Community  

Outreach 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

9:30 Worship  
 

  

 
 

8 

 

7 Troop 117 

9 
 
11 Bridge 

11 Bible  Study 

12 Mahjong 

12:30 Blood Drive  

6:30 Bible Study  

6:30 117 Cub Pack  

 

10 

 

5:45 Music Team  

 

9 am Quilt Guild  

11 Memorial Com-

mittee  

2 Strawberry Short 

Cake Social  

11 

 

Noon         

Rummage Sale 

Planning   

meeting  

12 

 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

9:30 Worship 

 

11 MYF 

  

11 LRP  

 

6 God’s Country  

15 

 

5:30 Worship 

Team 

 

 

7 Troop 117 

16 

10:30 Cicero 

Christian Sisters 

 

11 Bible Study  

 

11 Bridge 

 

12 Mahjong 

 

117 Cub Pack  

 

6:30 Bible Study  

17 

10:30  –12:00  

Memory Café  

Gathering  

 

5:45 Music Team  

 

6 Finance Team 

 

  

18 

  

 

 

 

 

 

6 Education 

Team  

 
 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

Juneteenth  

Office Closed  

20 

 

 

 

 

21 

 

Grad , Dad, 

Youth  

9:30 Worship 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

7 Troop 117 

 

 

 

 

23 
11 Bible Study  

 

11 Bridge 

 

12 Mahjong 

 

6:30 117 Cub Pack 

 

6:30 Bible Study  

24 

 

6:30 Trustees 

 

 

 

 5:45 Music Team 

 

  

25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 

 

  

 

 

Private      

Birthday  

28 

 

 

9:30 Worship 

 

11 MYF 

 

 

 

 

 

29 

 

30 

11 Bible Study  

 

11 Bridge 

 

12 Mahjong 

 

6:30 117 Cub Pack  

 

6:30 Bible Study  

 

 
 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COUNTING GOD’S BLESSINGS AND GIFTS 

Golden Christian Luncheon 2026  
Whether you worked quietly behind the scenes planning, preparing, creating, arranging tables and 
chairs, donating food, providing transportation, setting tables, serving others, extending a helping 
hand, sharing a smile, or offering a warm hug, you are one of God’s blessings and gifts! 

Perhaps you enjoyed heartfelt conversations, made new friends, discovered common interests, or 
learned new ways others share their gifts and blessings through the life of our church family. 

Many hearts were deeply touched as God’s youngest children in the Chime Choir beautifully shared 
“Simple Gifts,” with volunteers lovingly filling in for those who were absent. Joy filled the room once 
again as Emily’s beautiful choir shared the uplifting song, “Share a Little Bit of Your Love, My Friend.” 

From the smiles on your faces and the kind comments shared throughout the afternoon, it was clear 
how much you appreciated the youth and adults who greeted you warmly, welcomed you graciously, 
served you lovingly, and helped everyone feel comfortable and cared for. 

Many also admired the beautiful centerpieces that reflected each of you as part of God’s image and 
celebrated the blessings you share every day as members of our caring Cicero United Methodist 
Church family. 

We are especially grateful to our Tech Team for sharing their valuable time and talents in preparing the 
sound and slides that helped tell the story of the “Legacy of Love” and the strong foundation of faith 
our Golden Christians have established throughout the years. 

If you were unable to attend our Golden Christian Luncheon because of illness or special family       
celebrations, please know you were greatly missed and are always counted among God’s blessings 
and gifts within our church family. 

What fun it was to share laughter together during the Photo Op before saying good-bye! Soon, we 
hope to present each of you with a framed photo as a small token of our love and appreciation for the 
many ways you bless our lives. 

It is truly obvious that “LOVE GROWS HERE” at Cicero United Methodist Church! One only needs to 
look at our church calendar, filled with events, missions, ministries, fellowship opportunities, and     
special groups sharing God’s love and blessings each week. 

“Blessings are like warm hugs from God that let you know how much He loves you. 
Counting your blessings is like hugging God back.” 

We would also be remiss if we did not lovingly recognize Pastor Niles, his beloved family, and Mary as 
very special blessings and gifts to Cicero United Methodist Church. 

With grateful hearts, we thank God for each and every one of you.     







 

 

Cicero United Methodist Church  
8416 Brewerton Road  

Cicero, NY 13039 
Phone: 315-699-2731 

Website: 
www.ciceroumchurch.org 

E-mail: 
Office@ciceroumchurch.org 

 
Church Office Hours  

Monday-Friday  
8:00 am to 2 pm  

 

     Cicero United Methodist Church 

    8416 Brewerton Rd 

    Cicero, NY   13039 


